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Abstract: With the acceleration of industrialization and urbanization, cadmium (Cd) poses a serious

threat to estuarine ecosystems and human health due to its high toxicity. As a typical estuarine wetland,
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the intertidal mangrove zone provides a pivotal place for the geochemical cycle of heavy metals, yet,
the mechanisms regulating Cd migration and transformation in its sediments remain poorly understood.
Focusing on the intertidal zone of Qi ao Island in the Pearl River Estuary, this study systematically
analyzed the spatial distribution of total Cd and its geochemical fractions in sediments. We applied the
diffusive gradients in thin films (DGT) technique to investigate the seasonal variations of labile Cd
across the overlying water-sediment interface, aiming to clarify the spatial pattern and the underlying
geochemical mechanisms of Cd fixation and remobilization, thereby providing scientific guidance for
regional pollution control. The results show that the total Cd concentrations in mangrove sediments are
significantly higher than those in tidal flats (P<0.05). Cd is predominantly present in the acid-soluble
fraction (37%-50%) , which exhibits high remobilization potential and bioavailability. In winter, the
reductive dissolution of Mn oxides is identified as the primary driver for the significantly elevated DGT
labile Cd concentration in surface sediments (1.07+0.16) wg/L. In contrast, under high-temperature
conditions in summer, the mineralization of organic matter promotes sulfate reduction, leading to the
formation of CdS precipitates as the primary control on the decrease in labile Cd concentration (0.07+
0.02) wg/L. Moreover, mangrove roots retain suspended particles, and the associated organic-rich,
weakly acidic environment facilitates Cd accumulation while suppressing its remobilization. This study
provides a scientific basis and theoretical support for controlling sediment Cd pollution and formulating
mangrove restoration rstrategies in the Pearl River Estuary.
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FIEAR X A G I EAFAE W AN 2 - D TT
TR S e A2 5 A7 R Ak PR R b ) B A
A FEOT TR 2 5 2) TE AR 2 Gt 72 T iR
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DLV B W 2L A P A 28 R L3R 20 e
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Fig. 1 Sampling sites of the study area
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AR (AL , 2 BB - JC eI S IR A AR, AUTE & o7 B
Brpl s 1%, 2 MR Z BHLAVE I s2 w0, K 8l 1 &4
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PIREARFE LA 3 em R[] B it A7 U0 53 91 LLR S M 48
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KL 53 7 SC R AR 2 43 (FPC) o i 3 pHAE
AR 5 FL 62 92 (HT 962-2018 ) 5 T AR #y 3 Ak T
PL2.5:1 Ak R HORE 10 g iR BR S ) 20 H TR
Y15 KB 1K (J6 CO,7K)TRAT, R F1 58 $1 4 bt
2 min, i 30 min J5 {f F E # X oK B4 B A
(YHBJ-262 %1 {# # =C pH/ORP i) il % pH A1 EC.
FrER0.1 g3zt 100 HFFRIETURET, H 1 mol/L HC1 R 1L
DURIRES A L BR TG , 2670 0% Ja e 24 he U
U RE i AE 60 °C ML, R LB BILAK 20 1 (Y
(Elementar vario TOC, Elementar, GER) {ll] '8 TOC



5 2 4]

PEAR, AF . LR CUREARITCRR 5 04 2 18] 20 A R A (81 5 — R S AL 59

TERAFREL 50 mg it 100 H 57 () 0 UL A P R i B
TR UG & M (PTFE) 31 ff 4 KUK A 6 mL
HNO,.3 mL HC1 #12 mL HF. %% % i 09 T I 7
¥ :120 °C, {54 3 min; 160 °C, {£:4% 3 min; 190 °C,
PR+ 25 min. I % 5¢ B85 B IF¥2 H1 30 min, B H
ff W B 2 PTFE SR I8 T4 B f #pi (160 °C)
AT RETR o FETH AR 48 2 5 mL J5 , H1 2% (p)
HNO,E %5 2 50 mL, 111 f&5 % 1T HL IR & 45 55 15T
TEAL (ICP-MS, USA) & Cd #e i .

TEFIFREL 0.5 g1k 100 B i [ (1) T L4 4 i 2k
1T BCRIZEZLHEHL; PR AT 4% (F1) : 20 mL 0.11 mol/L
CH,COOH, #%3% 16 h; Al if 5125 (F2) :20 mL 0.1 mol/L
NH,OH-HCI(pH=2) , 4% 16 h; Al S L& (F3) :
25 mL 1 mol/L CH,COONH, +10 mL 8.8 mol/L H,0,
(pH=2),85 °C/K¥5¥%1% 16 h., K JH ICP-MS | £ 12
PR CAW . B Cd i KR s A (F1+F2+
F3) W BT TR AR A (F4) IR

AW 5E A3 GBW07312 Fl GBW07305a 2 Fibrk
WES W), XU Cd 4 i A S50 2 B A 7 o o
o BRI B E) Cd IR (104+3.93)% . T
52 RE A A I3 45 SR A9 bR v R 22 <10%. >R F BCR-
701 BRUEY) 5, RETURR Y Cd o ER Ak 27T 25 i L 4 B
oM pEAT BRI, FLOF2 F1F3 1Y [R50 51 K
(107£3.0)%.(90.1£2.7) %A1 (101£7.2)%.
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S

53T 2023 4 6 A (H Z2) F120244F 1 ] (42)
1E MF . SA Fll ATEEHF A % Chelex-DGT fil AgI-DGT #
RRFESS CREETAR . 5 150 mmx P8 18 mm) . {EMR
3 Chelex-DGT =k ¥ %5 I br ic UL B 9 - 7K A 1
(SWI) , fifi f5 X _F- B A FNUT AR ) () RAE AR (1 )
43 9 A 20 mmx18 mm Fl 130 mmx18 mm.
Chelex-DGT 5 Agl-DGT #4115 & 15 2 18 4f A 21T
Y H 24802 2 SWIAL . Chelex-DGT JEA SR AE 1)
BFTaIR 24 h, EAEXTSR Fe(1D) Mn(ID .CA(ID ., SRFE4E
A BN, FTRB AR a1 0 328 TR 4R

Agl-DGT 3 37 #F 17 4% fife I {1 A 43 44X
(V200; EPSON) L) 600 dpi 43 ¥ % 4 4 i {5 i Agl
HEIE , 2R JH HL G 1l 5 2% 132 (CID ) 4 AN A5 B 4y
TREE 58 FEAE (G ), B4 Agl 45 A 358 e v B3 1 AR
1y S (-1D) B BT A (DA, MERALG)
AT MR S(-ID BT (ug/L) (Ding et al.,2012) .
¥ Chelex-DGT #¥ fif Jz B H3 W B &€ e JF- LA 10 mm
B B E A, B BEE ] 1 mol/L HNO,BEMR 16 h, 2

4l KRR , K F ICP-MS Al ICP-AES 43 5 52 Cd
(ID) \Fe(ID A Mn (1D 9 & 5. RHAZ(2) F1(3)
7155 DGT 1% PE 25 H Ax ¥ it 19 ¥ B (Gao et al.,
2021b):

M 220 - G
1 =-7.23 X In LT (1)
C(V.+V,)
M=~ e (2)
/.
B M X Ag
CDCT_DXTXA 9 (3)

Arp CoMVEI I 48 i B Wk B (mg/L) , V. 5 7,
A9 A Y VA FH (mL ) IR B R RS AR R (B
0.15 mL) , AARSRBEBE A 7~ (1 0.8) s M Ry W B BE MK
L BErY) i (ng) s Ag NP BUZIEE (cm) ;D A H
PR L AE Y HOEERE T 4 HUR A (em?/s) 5 TR RAERT
8] (s) ;4 & DGT RAFEH H 1 FR (em?) (Gao et al.,
2021b) ; Cpr N DGT IEVEZS HAR B JE (pg/L) .
1.4 BIEFGUHHE

F T 30 o0 BoHE AN W R 1E S A A BOCR A
Kruskal-Wallis H A1 Mann-Whitney U 3 2 50K 56 5k
G3 AT 22 2 [) B 4 (1) 7% o 119 22 5 M 5 R Spearman
il Pearson i S PR 5% A% 13 [B] (4 AH S A% 5 AH G PE RN 22 =
PEAE 95% B 15K F B BAT Gt 5 L (P<0.05) .
BARGE T 0 B R SPSS 27.0 5 AF 58 -

2 HERS1HE

2.1 MBMERELER

VRGOS Y ) AR ) 1) S A B P S n 5% 1 i
No VLAY pH -2 K 6.68~7.81, ik, MK
) DX I ) £ A AR S pH B 2 R R R A (P<
0.05) . AIW i ¥ EC(3.93 mS/em) B & & T
MF W 1 (3.10 mS/cm) F1 SA Wi 1 (3.10 mS/cm) (P<
0.05). VIR TOC By =3 [a] 43 A Rk 5 EC ARARL , FE
SERAJH E J ATIKTIAI(9.19 mg/g)>SA W1 (6.56 mg/g) ~
MEF W1 (6.11 mg/g) (P<0.05)

1 ALSAFIMF Wi e B A A 5 Y
Table 1 Basic physicochemical properties of sediments at

Al, SA and MF transects
LR/

(mS-cm™)

w(TOC)/

i3] pH .
(mg-g™")

FPC /5 [b/%

MF  7.81£0.05* 3.10+0.47° 6. 11+0.73" 99.4+1.43"
SA  7.3240.07° 3.10£0.34° 6.56+0.73° 97.9+2.03°
Al 6.68+0.21° 3.93+0.40° 9.19+1.19° 92.244.51°

Da b FR 525 22 7 HA G # 5 L (P<0.05) .
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MO T AR 48 (WLEL) ) TOC . pH M EC [ 43 A 45
TIE N 7K S (PR S04 ,2020) . — 7 T, 20 B AE
Pt e E BT IR S MERE R A AL (OM) |, Ho R 7%
YA LA A0 1) 0 il TR A K D B T A2
T OMFEUTRU 2B, T3 TOC Mk TH =

(Ishfaq et al.,2025) ; 53 —J7 i1, Ak F LA OM B
b KR ZR A3 0 /Ny F A LR (R AP IR A ) 25
FEOURWIR A EC T, 145 R 5 A5 TOC
5 pH (r =-0.796, P<0.01 ) 5 i i 2% 11 A0 5& 11 A
EC(r=0.670,P<0.05) 2 . 3 1 AH &1 0 WL 2%
—H(K2),

(a) pH

(b) EC

(c) FPC

8.0 4.5 100 -e
L °
U ': r=0.670 =
e r=-0.79% P<0.01 °® e
P<0.01 ~ 407 § r=-0.617
7.5 I g T ] & 96 I~ P<005
® [75) ke
o ° O \E/ g2 [L Bl A
IQ- (Lh) . @ o
7.0 | E jﬁz 9 | °
) 30 ° \%\[ °
L) > (]
P (]
(]
6.5 L L L 25 ; : 88 i i i
4 6 8 10 4 8 10 4 6 8 10

TOCfi # 53 $/(mg-kg™)
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K2 BRI EALPE AR S

Fig. 2 Correlations between physicochemical properties of sediments

MR 2 BURRAE R & , MF 1 SA Wt If /) FPC
F(99.4% F197.9% ) 1.2 i T3 7 AT (92.2% ,
P<0.05). AR LR ETARTE K, k2=
FTHRAL T BT 22 S, L L R S TOC Mk B
A A EME (Wu et al., 2024) B 3% 5 A BFFE 0 45
AF G (r=—0.617,P<0.05) (& 2) , X Al fE S5 UL
AN TR A28 ) JBORE A 5 2% 5 H G . MIF il SA W I 7T
FRUY) B /55 1) FPC (bl 32 U8 F 0 3 A A 7 20 /N 2
TR T 3 A 1 XUE B 1 D) T 8 2 AT WK T
IRGAL7L SR U AR A R N O AL
2.2 MRYCdEERMKEERSHNZTED R

DUEW) Cd 4 fE2s[R]_E-oh SAL (09540.10) mgkg |>
AI[(0.90+0.21) mg/kg]>MF[ (0.71+0.05) mg/kg] (P<
0.05) (&l 3a) , & W ZL A AR AT A3 244 14 Cd AE TR
I E R X E BRI O TO IR S S AE AR IR
S HE R 2 BRS5 BeAA RH D80 v 0k e 38 A X K AR
T UKL B 22 AR AR 1 RIURE 2 Cd TR (FEAR 46
2021) . DN, 21 A BRSBTS O W 1Y
G (B P geds,2022) o FETE b, IR Cd Mk B2
A3 AR B AR S ZB0H MF Wi (7% ) 2 SA Wi (10% )
AT W (22% ) 328 7 35 K, BRI URLZS Cd 70 RETR
B DT AR A o R R R T 2T A MR X A AR A A

X 0] BE H 2R A A 114 A K g R N A B B ) BT
5, 14N, JC TR SR R A U 2 R SR K B
F1 A, T BOUK R T B0k 9 ) A 35 b DT (T
ANEE 2021).

B A F 5% & B U0 ALY B AL P BT (pH L EC Al
TOC ¥ J& ) nl 3 28 2 AR 45 L 35 38 0 1 R o — i
W A5 W) B Ak 2 o R B Cd Y A3 1R 43 AR R EE BS
A B (AR, 2011) . Hirh STURR ) Y TR R
PRI ] Cd 1 # Bl [ 2 47 o 1 G B IR (D5 0%
85,2021) . FPC W] L2 4 Jm BH &5 1 Y W B 4 41t o
Z S5 AL A HLT U A 2 T P O AR A A
(—COOH ,—OH ,—CH, %) , A i i3 J& il e o 1 ¢
G YN ERIE 2 A Y R 3K B B 7, [ 45 FPC Al
TOC i & 5 Cd e & A7 I 25 19 1E A7 X1 (P<0.05)
(Gao et al.,2016) . SR, AR5 IR & B UL
FRALE 5 Cd 4 (] A9 A DG PE B e it L
(P>0.05) , 1 Fegroc=0.056 regp=0.128 " 7eqmpe=
0.125, 3% 3= & DL W ks 1) o 15 25 7 LA S 41
REPRECZS URR Y pH F TOC ¥ BE Rk, k%0,
U BAL Pk % Cd 23 18] 43 A1 B 52 Wi 45870 T 2T
PR B BB 1 S B CA EAR F UL B 40
BN
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Fig.3 Spatial distribution characteristics of sediment Cd contents, geochemical fractions of Cd and their proportions

A58 2R H BCR b 27 % S48 BUH R 43 B iR
Yy Cd ik b= IE A RS W R R 7t AT o
W 3b . i, 3 FET TR IR TS Cd(F1) Ji
Mk Ol SA[ (0.45+0.08) mg/kg ] >MF [ (0.35+
0.06) mg/kg 1>AI[(0.32+0.07) mg/kg](P<0.05),F¥)
7 LR 37%~50% , S& UUFR W Cd 1) 3 22 b Bk A 22 B
Ao X HIRIL =AU A 7 (47%) BRI H
(39%) [ AF 7% Hi 38 FE A — B (fid  #5 55, 2016; Gao
etal.,2021a). F1 A HEH0RY) W B LA I 5 0k iR Eh 1™
PALVITER Cd, FZRIE T AT s HER (55
2022) . HMCERB, B X PO Cd 5l 3 F 52
e S 0 SRR PE A TS T (9 AR, SRR B A
SRR A R . (EAFE AR ZLRMAR R 4y
WY /NG T AT BLIR LA K OM AR A Y, 1 BEAd AR B
REl LR R PR R85, 008 F L A Bk ( E 55
,2021) . DRI, AL IAT 2 559 FRME A DR S, v] BB
T R AR EZE R (E 3e) . 1Tk
i &% Cd (F2) 75 MF . SA Fll A % Jit &t ¥ &£ 43 il
(0.2440.02) . (0.30+0.09) #1(0.32+0.10) mg/kg (P>
0.05) , 24 5 b R 31%~37%, & TR Cd 1y Ik 2
B (K 3c) . F2il# 545 Mtk gk Vi A e 4
G AT TEIR R A TR (Gao et al.,2021a) .

AR CA(F3) 19 5 BIK, 76 MF . SA 11 AT
By B H 4 80 B A (0.02+0.01) | (0.04+0.02) Al
(0.05+0.02) mg/kg, V-3 i Lt~ 2.1%~5.8% (&l 3¢) o
F3 E 2l 5 OM 4 & M b W it ve SR 455

AIZED AL A AR Ak i A% g B ik (Laing et al., 2009) .
TEZS ] b LIRARAEHS TOC Bt 0 Tilg (1),
HE TS B SA A AL UL F3 Wk B 8 3 5 T MF
(P<0.05) , EIR A LW MRE A FIF Cd I LG A
SRR SS E& ST h B AE AR IGE R
PERA YA R . BRI B, KR 5] K]
RN AL K =S E N 0) Y R Ak R A /=R A A i
CdBit(Gaoetal.,2021a), Rk, i) Hy J5 409 PE 198K |
1B W R A R Z DT (<10 em) ME LU iR 22 1Y
W RIS, AT RS F3 W RN 2 . RIS
Cd(F4) £ EWRAF T J5 A FR A0 W0 SR 25 4 v
e mRAFEES ., FARNEKE SR
13%~24%, f£ 25 [0]_ L 22 55 o424 2 L (P>0.05) .
JUE NI, JH e e P AR Tk 1) 21 A R S T e e
MF[ (0.11£0.09) mg/kg]<SA[ (0.15+0.14) mg/kg|<
AI[(0.21+0.24) mg/kg], iX 5 VTR YR & LAY
25 ()43 A — 2, ULPH F4 3 B0 T30 i B TR ) A
R

BCR k2% % SL 48 LR R B IRFE TR Y Cd 1Y
TE R AL T VA (LB A R, (LY LA Sz e PR I35 B
AP S5 ) 25 PR AR AR XU R Cd i B AR A
RUPE B SEBREEMA o SRy I, 5 A2 R FH I 8 1) D A7
HRAERAR , RAETURY) CA IRV & i, pEim 2 1
HRRE B0 B ER AL 2F SRS AL
2.3 TARMIDGTiEM4ZSFe . Mn. S #1CAHIR =57

U Fe(11) \Mn(11) S(-11) Fl Cd (1) i ik
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JE BT 28 AR AE AR 2 A 4 TR . B BRI
2=, DGT {425 Fe (11) \Mn (11) F1 S (-1I1) i J57 &
e PE 43 3 (546+£470) L (372+133) . (285+168) pg/L
F1(2970+2 726) . (4 393+2 358) . (185+58) ng/L;
M B K BRI RS ETHE S, X R 2R
“f Fe \Mn Fil S 43 1] 32 22 DL A AL 9 AR 1R 3k 1) JE 28
FEAE T & SRR T, J0 3 9l W I o e i 4 (B &

J=,2018) o TERJZULEW) A AL % A 4K 3l (1)
A AE FH A8 4500 38 i e 467 Bt R B U 5 R I ( Gao et
al.,2021a) , il & 4 H Y FPC 3 B0 il A8 18 IR
FEA B, A8 75 TR W i M A0 S SRR R AR
Mn ALY Mn(11) | Fe 846 ¥ 7] Fe (11) DA K i iR
R S(-ID IR JF (B SR, 2018) , 17 S B G P
BT

F2 YU DGTIE TR CA(ID) \Fe(11) Mn(11) Fl S (=11) ¥ BE 1Y 25 15 454E
Table 2 Seasonal variations in concentrations of DGT-labile Cd(II) ,Fe(II) ,Mn(II) and S(-II)

p(DGT)/ R rES

(ng'L™") DGT-Cd DGT-Fe  DGT-Mn  DGT-S DGT-Cd DGT-Fe DGT-Mn  DGT-S
MF 0.07+0.02  178£100°  391£53*  130+85°  1.01=0.13™ 449042 053" 444042757 159429
SA 0.07+0.02  967+502°  260+£49°  461£133*  1.21=0. 14"  1701£1400°  5704+£638  232+51°
Al 0.07+0.01  439+£254® 478160 241+26°  0.980. 13" 2 718+3 699° 3 036+2487  164+63"

il 124 0.07+0.02  546£470  372+133 285168  1.07+0.16  2970+2726 439342358 185458

1)a il b F/R i) —F Bt (9 22 57 BAT et 5 L (P<0. 05) .

KW, ALFT SA Wria (9 DLFR Y —7K L1 (SWI)
DL S(—I1) Ji it v i Ry (241426) F1(461£133) pg/L
35 = T AN (164+63) F1(232+51) pg/L (P<0.05)
(F4), 1ERMUSKIREE, S(-11) EERE TR ER L
B A ), B 2 R AR (26~31 °C) A 3R
T4 T A= M P | T4 2 (A TR (14~19 °C) JU 97 3]
T HBF R R (A 55, 2021) , R BCS (1) i
WERREFTEES, B354 MF Wit
T S(—1D) TR B 4351 A (130+85) F(159+29) pg/L,
IE A R B 3 2 AR AL R (P>0.05) . X
— MG 37 Z TR — 5T, 3K TOC e
FR Tl T A W3 T R 6 (1Y 3 % (Panutrakul et al.,
2001) , HI 55 T IR XT 6 Ak A= i R4 E A 5 55—
77T, MF JCAF B 78 5, o] 30 1 1 47 ik v 028 T AR
PIALBR R Ty AR R Z ALK [ 32 28, S (-1D)
i ) 2 )2 (Delgard et al., 2012) , fifi H B AR KR H PR
Wesh o (H A5 E A&, Fe (11 Fl Mn (11) i 2= 5
FRAE 5 S (I AR 5 2 by S A 1 T A L
WAL R 538 LA E F 8145 Fe F1 Mn &) T ik 2
R CINZE 8™ RS0 FRAL ) k™) | if
T FEA LA E FL B K A 5 B 6 % (Gao et al., 2023) .

WNER 2 7R 4200 TR Cd(T1D) 9 i Mk o
(1.07+0.16) pg/L, B35 T HEZ(1(0.07+0.02) pg/L
(P<0.05), ) I, &0 CAADHELE-30~-10 mm
T T o 2R 0, FHL o R P A e, i e DA
CAESWIM IR B i mmiEESEsa . &

Z i, Cd (1D R FE 5 2 I 1% (P<0.05) , 3 1) 3£ AR
JE RS X A BR . T Cd(1D) 5 Fe (1D) |
Mn (I1) F1 S (—ID ¥R BEEA RT3 534 REE , 2RI
Fe Mn S B AR JAERR , AT GES2 9K ST ARY) Cd [
FE -l 1 G IR AL A7 11 P (Wang et al.,2022) .
2.4 Y Cd BEE-H# 3Rtk EHLE

BUAELY) Cd (1) 5 Mn (I1) . S(-ID) B AH Kt 55
3%, CA(ID) 5 Mn(11) (7=0.613, P<0.01) £ 4% i 3 1F
AHOEHE, M5 S(-1D) &2 W 2 7 AH M (=-0.314, P<
0.05) . TEAALSRIET KA iy 4 ALY F 258
W Bt 5 3 30 v AE T 1 2 % % A Cd (Sun et al.,
2018) . MUY PO L3R 3l Ak ) 34 R PR 45
FEARET, Fe A1 Mn S A0 23 340 J5 075 fife - B8 0 Wz oF )
Cd(Gao et al.,2021a) . #H# T Fe(1l) (+=0.232, P>
0.05) , AR WF 5% H Cd (11) 5 Mn (11) A 58 19 £
KM (1=0.613,P<0.01) . XS T Mn ALY H
FEAE R B H far S R R , iy IE FRLI) Cd A5 #5858k
F14) R IR 6 B 0, LIl R A 55 B (pH=7.5) 4%
T W% B E F73A S (E (Sun et al.,2018) , 55 Chen et al.
(2021 WFFE45 R —30.

Cd(ID 5 S(-1D) Ay fAAH G R B, AR FL IR
K Cd ¥ B [ RE A2 45 T Ak Wik 1, CdS i A 2 ™
Az B4 1) B B R K] (Fulda et al., 2013) o 45 5l &
HEmRAMT  RZ V0B (>-30 mm) (58 18 )5
IRBE A0 A5 B0 R £h DA i, f2 2F T B Ak 4 A L B K
T A, S 2 CA(ID) o Tk B Bl R 3 S B B
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Fig. 4 Spatiotemporal distribution features of DGT-labile Fe(II), Mn(1I), Cd(II) and S(-1I) concentration in sediment cores
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